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Abstract:
Freedom and oppression are key themes throughout the philosopher Simone de Beauvoir’s
entire body of work. Also in The Coming of Age (1970), in which Beauvoir puts forward a
comprehensive philosophical analysis of the phenomenon of old age, freedom and oppression
are central. Based on phenomenology, existentialist ethics and feminist theory, Beauvoir
explains how the opportunity to live a good life is restricted by marginalization and
discrimination of the elderly, and also the unique existential challenges old age has for the
individual. In this talk Pettersen will demonstrate how Beauvoir in her complex study of old
age undertakes an interdisciplinary and also intersectional analysis by paying attention to
multiple axes of challenges related to aging. Pettersen will also discuss why such an approach
to aging is necessary.
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